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1. During the Communist cccupztion of Seoul fyow 4 January to 15 March 1951, the
Chinese Commmist troops rever directly harmed or molested “he population, bul
the North Korean forces and their rear echelon workers conducted themselvas in
the same way they had during their occupaticn in 1950, Thelr ficst movs was
‘o boast that Chinese Commumist troops were approaching Tacpgu and Pusan end
were annihilating the United Naticns forces.

2. On 2/ February, members of neighborhood peopla’s commdtteetin Seoul were all

’ mobilized and sent, accompanied by North Kercar soliders, te meke house-to~house
calls in their respective territories. Thelr message wms that all residents
mst leave Seoul for ome of the four refugee sreas: Pochen (12713, 3’7-*543, Tong-
duchon (127-04, 37=56), Munsan (126-43, 37-%52), or Changden {(126=46, 37-56).
There the authorities would be awaiting ther with housing szd food. On 26 Febe
ruary, people's committee members and soldiers made & second rowid, warning all
Seoul residents to leave the eity by 4200 p.m. on 28 February at the latest.
They intimated that anyone remaining in Seoul would be considored a treitor
and dealt with accordingly by Chinese Communlat tracps or Neruh Xorean pariisens,

3, Many of the frighitened citizens went to thelr nelghbarfhocd peopla’s comnittes
offices and oblained certiflcates as refugecs, then hid in cther paris of the
city to make officials believe they had fled. One resident who had acquaintances
“in the local State Security Bureau inquired there about the svacuation. The
Bureav offices stated that they knew nothing aboubt the meticr and told the in-
quirer that claims that Chinese Commmists or partisans would kill persons vho
did not leave the city were all reactionary propagunda, sincs neither Chinese
nor portisans ever harmed honest citizens. On 28 February, however, soldiexs
and people‘s committee officlals visited each house for the third time, shouting
that Seoul would scon become a sea of fire and thet those who did not leave
would have no time for rcgrets later.

do Persons who applied to the people’s committeas were issued rafuges cortif-
icates in forms similar tc the followings
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Written Promise
Hame s Sexs Age:
Address

I hereby promise to leave Seoul for a safc area r.vi“th my
family of by March at the latest,

10 tarch 1951

I heroby testify to the absve.
SIN Yong-hwan (4, ¢ j\f;) (chep)

Commander, 4 Battalion, Front Suppert
Unit of Seoii :

Noo

Address: ~dong, Bast Cate District
Nome s Age:

This is to certify that thc above corwade and _—
others are being dispersed from Ssoul,

1951
NO Chae-hydng ( % » 23 )
Chairman, Residents Dige

persion Comrittes, Bast
Gate Dlstrict, Seoul

On 2 March, arny and civilian roprosentatives begen a houso-to-house search,
In some arcas of Chongno District, search parties inmcluded Nerth Korean
soldiers, officisls of the neighborhood people's comittes, members of the
Internal Affairs Office, and pelitical workers; they might have eight parsons.
Searches were very thorough, and anyone in the houss was questioned as to
whether any young men or vomen were living there, Young persons often hid
themselves in empty houses or caves to avoid the scarch pariiss. After the
min soarch, three members of the Interml iffuirs 0ffice sometimes sesyched
arain and removed elothing, bicyecles, and other articles from the houses.

By 8 March, neighborhood pcople’s committens had elosed their offices end proe
pared everything for evacustion of the city. On 10 larch, the Norih Korean
army military police mobilized its entire Torce to comb the city and arrest all
porsons under tho age of 45.* Fercons arrcsied were as cmbied in the compounds .
used by political wnlts and questioned; 311 persons between 13 and 35 wcre
kept, regardless of their backgrounds. On the nights of 10 aad 11 lmreh, they
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were sont north undsr the oscort of North Korean troors. Scldiers and
members of the State Security Bureau in Seoul intimated that the young
men were being taken to Pyonyyung Tor ultirate dispateh to sachuria to
vndergo Corrmunist traivnins.

7. Yhen the Norvh Koreans were ovacuating Seouvl, they tried to force the entire
population tu accomyany thom und lcave no one in the city. The Seoul roge
idents resisied, however, and refused to leave., - :

8, From the middle of February, whei retreating Chinese Corrmmici troops could
be scen pacsing through Seoul every night, Yorth Kercan soldiers emplained
that the retreat was a strategic meve aimed at encircling and annthileting
United Nations forees., Ome lorth Korean soldier told a fricrd that, ae-
cording to his commanding officer, over a hundred thousand norican and
South Korecn prigoners of war had been taken and tkat both Tsepu and Pusan
wore conpletely enecireled. Othor examples of propaganda roocabted by Horth
Korean goldicrs showed *hem to be ignorant of the rrogress of the wmyr and
to accept as truth anything their comanders told taom and »etell it to the
civilian popuiation,

9. A North Korcrn military communique issued in Scoul is an exanple:

People's Army GHQ Commmicue = 12 Februay 1951

1. Yongwol (128-2¢, 37-10), Pyongchang (126=24, 37-22), and Chongsor (128-40,
37-22) were liberated by our rertisen wits: 1,035 eneiy killed and 227
taken prisoner, '

2. In Vonju rroa, our Tcoplefs frmy units annihilated the 2 Regiment 2 Divi~
sion of lhe U.S, Army and the 6 Division of the puppet army and took over
1,000 wrisoners of war,

A 3. In the wleinity of Seocul, over 200 enemy tanks were either vdestrcyo:l or
taken. is a resuli; the enemy plan to lnvade Seoul wag cvompletely foiled.

1, February

Agitation~Prépagenda Department of the Chongne
Distriet Party Dranch.

25X1 Coment, Yo lover age limit for arrcsts was si-ied, but preswebly
young children wire not included.
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